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Introduction: 
Tracheal intubation in Critical Care is well recognised as a high-risk procedure, meticulous preparation and 
effective team working are determinants of good outcome. Checklists aid structured preparation and execution of 
procedures. We aimed to adapt our unit intubation checklist [1] for use on mobile devices to ensure a consistent 
safety standard for intubations both on the unit and elsewhere in the hospital. 
Methods: 
The unit intubation checklist covers different aspects of pre-procedure preparation, each aspect was assigned 
one page. Using Affinity Publisher (Serif Europe Ltd., West Bridgford, United Kingdom), the different 
components of each aspect were laid out and supplemented by pictograms, arrows and formatting to aid visual 
reception. Interactive elements were then added using Adobe Acrobat X Pro (Adobe Inc., San Jose, California, 
US). We sought feedback from multiple clinicians at different training levels and improved the checklist 
iteratively in response to their input. 
Results: 
The resulting PDF document contains eight pages in a 16:9 format suitable for most modern smartphones. 
Viewing is intended in the Acrobat app (Adobe Inc., San Jose, California, US), with one-page display and 
sideways swiping allowing a view of each page in its entirety and quick progress through the checklist. Each 
page uses a characteristic background colour, with large page numbers in the upper right corner. Seven of the 
pages contain interactive elements - checkboxes to aid completion of all checklist steps and radio buttons on the 
airway assessment page to aid identification of high-risk features, and a link to the published guideline on the 
title page. 
Conclusion: 
This interactive mobile checklist has been described as useful and easily adopted in clinical practice from initial 
feedback. After rolling out this checklist broadly, the impact on checklist uptake and rate of clinical incidents will 
be the subject of subsequent work. 
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Overview of 8-page interactive PDF document optimised for smartphone displays. Each page has a characteristic 
background colour and a large page number in the upper right corner. Most pages contain interactive elements to ensure 

no aspects of the checklist are missed.


